
COE History
In the early 1990s, Poultry Science departments at Midwestern 
land-grant universities were becoming relics of the past, 
diminishing the amount of poultry research and education. 
Forward-thinking industry leaders launched a solution – MPC.

MPC was established in 1995 and the first students were 
admitted to the Center of Excellence (COE) program in 1996. 
Backed by strong industry and university support, COE has 
stood the test of time and serves as a model for other industries.

MPC owes it’s longevity to dedicated sponsors and support 
from university faculty and administration. MPC administers 
a virtual poultry science department serving the educational 
needs of our member states. Summer courses are taught 
by faculty from across the nation. The class experience is 
complemented with hands-on internships. MPC pays tuition, 
housing, faculty travel expenses, and student recruitment 
costs. COE ensures a well-qualified pool of employment 
candidates is coming from our member universities.

COE Host University
After 24 years at University Wisconsin - Madison, the MPC board 
moved COE to Iowa State University (ISU) and University of 
Minnesota (UM) on a rotating basis starting in 2020. While 
the move came with higher tuition costs, it allowed MPC to 
leverage MN and IA’s strong poultry industries and universities 
investing in poultry infrastructure. ISU hosted COE 2023 and 
UMN will host the program in 2024.

Educating the 
Future of the  

Poultry Industry

Midwest Poultry 
Consortium

The Midwest Poultry Consortium is organized to provide 
leadership, support, and resources for poultry education 
and research in member states. Strategies include:
Leadership. Support, maintain, and enhance poultry science 
education and research at member state universities.
Education. Educate students entering the poultry industry.
Research. Increase basic and applied research in poultry 
and food science in member states.
Communication. Facilitates coordination and interaction 
between industry, universities, government, and students.

MPC Mission

Virtual Poultry Science Department
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COE Classes
COE educates and trains the future of the poultry industry. 
Students can earn 18 credits and a poultry science emphasis. 

Poultry Products Technology
Faculty leads: Mike Cressman (OSU); Anup KollanoorJohny 
(UMN); Ryan Cox (UMN)
Avian Physiology
Faculty leads: Dawn Koltes (ISU); Greg Fraley (Purdue)
Breeder Flock and Hatchery Management
Faculty leads: Ron Kean (UW); Kahina Boukherroub (UMN); 
Maria Dashek (MU); Michael Wineland (NCSU)
Avian Health
Faculty leads: Yuko Sato (ISU); Geoffrey Lossie (Purdue)
Poultry Nutrition
Faculty leads: Liz Bobeck (ISU); Carl Parsons (UI)
Poultry Enterprise Management
Faculty leads: Anup KollanoorJohny (UMN); Ken Koelkebeck (UI)

In addition to classes, MPC coordinates poultry internships 
which students complete after COE classes. Most internships 
are live production focused. Other common internship 
focuses include processing, marketing, and food safety.

Student Outreach
Each fall, MPC engages in on-campus poultry industry 
education sessions. We work with our member universities 
to coordinate outreach opportunities. We speak of about 
poultry career opportunities during class visits, at career 
fairs and in poultry panels held by our member schools.  
We remain in communication with students we meet, 
regardless if they attend COE, and assist graduating seniors 
in securing interviews with poultry companies for full-time 
employment.

COE students are encouraged to network with other 
students about their poultry experiences. In the 2023-2024 
school year, over 15 past students participated in peer 
outreach opportunities about their COE experience.

We encourage universities to offer poultry opportunities 
on campus. Our efforts with outreach have helped spur 
the animal science departments at member schools to add 
poultry related curriculum.

ISU, KSU, MSU, MU, NDSU, OSU, Purdue, SDSU, UF, UIUC, UM, UNL, 
and UW. Florida contributes $10,000 annually to participate in the Consortium.

Official University Members

mwpoultry.org
mpc@mwpoultry.org

http://mwpoultry.org
mailto:mpc@mwpoultry.org


MPC Sponsors

Midwest Poultry 
Research Program

What is MPRP? Established in 2002, MPRP was a public/
private program created to effectively address research 
needs of the poultry industry. The program helped engage 
the industry and renew interest among poultry students.

The Goal... Improve efficiency and sustainability of poultry 
production through integrated, collaborative research and 
technology transfer. MPRP focused on priority areas of 
local need and problems of regional/national scope while 
encouraging multi-disciplinary research networks which 
enhance limited state and industry resources.

Funding... MPC was responsible for over $6 million in 
poultry research!

Sponsor Benefits

$5,000+ Sponsors                       $10,000+ Sponsors                       $20,000+ Sponsors

AB Vista
Adisseo
AEI, LLC
Ag Installers, Inc
Alltech
Anderson Chemical Co.
Arm & Hammer
Arrington, Lou
Aviagen
Aviagen Turkeys
Best Veterinary Solutions
Big Dutchman
Boehringer Ingelheim
Bosma Poultry Group
Butterfield Foods
Cal-Maine Foods
Cargill
Case Farms
Center Fresh Group
Centrum Valley Farms
Centurion Poultry/Pure Line Genetics
CEVA Animal Health
Chore-Time, Egg Prod. Sys.
Cobb-Vantress
Compeer Financial
Cooper Farms
Cottingham & Butler
Creighton Brothers
CSA Animal Nutrition
Daybreak Foods
Devenish Nutrition

DSM Nutritional Products
Egg Innovations
Egg Traders
Eggs Unlimited
Elanco
Falcon Packaging
Farm Credit Mid-America
Farm Credit Services of America
Farmers Hen House
Fienhage International
Forsman Farms
Fremont Farms of Iowa
Frost, PLLC
H&N North America
Hendrix Genetics
Henning Companies
Herbruck’s Poultry Ranch
Hickman’s Egg Ranch
Hidden Villa Ranch/NestFresh
Huvepharma
Hy-Line North America
ILC Resources
Independent Pest Control
Indiana State Poultry Association
Iowa Area Development Group
Iowa Cage Free
Iowa Egg Council
Iowa State University
Iowa Turkey Federation
IsoNova
Jamesway

Jennie-O
Jones-Hamilton Co.
Kemin Animal Nutrition & Health
Kindstrom-Schmoll
Koechner Manufacturing
Life-Science Innovations
Lincoln Premium Poultry
Lubing Systems
MacFarlane Pheasants
Maple Leaf Farms
Merck Animal Health
Michael Foods
Michigan Allied Poultry Industries
Michigan Turkey Producers
Midwest Livestock Systems
Midwest Poultry Federation
Miller Poultry
MN Turkey Research Promotion Council
Moba
MPS Egg Farms
Naturally Recycled Proteins
Nebraska Poultry Industries
Nelson Poultry Farms
North American Gamebird Assn.
Nova-Tech Engineering
Novus International
Ohio Poultry Association
Organic Valley
Oskaloosa Food Products
Pilgrim’s
Rembrandt Foods

Ridley Feed Ingredients
River View Farms
Rose Acre Farms
SANOVO Technology USA
Select Genetics
Sietsema Farms
Sonstegard Foods
South Dakota Poultry Industries Assn.
Sparboe
StoneX Group
Summit
Sunrise Acres Egg Farms
Sure Conveyors
Tigges, Kent
Trillium Farm Holdings, LLC
Turkey Valley Farms
United Egg Producers
University of Florida
University of Minnesota
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
VAL-CO
VALO BioMedia North America, LLC
Vaxxinova
Vencomatic North America
Veterinary Service Inc. (VSI)
Wabash Valley Produce
Weaver Brothers, Inc.
West Liberty Foods
Wisconsin Poultry & Egg Ind.
Xgenex
Zoetis

Your financial support is most appreciated!
MPC only works with sponsors when placing COE students. 
COE students on full scholarship must complete an internship 
(or take a job) with a MPC sponsor after taking COE classes.

As an MPC sponsor at $1,000+, you can...
•	 Host an intern or hire a current COE student
•	 Post your job openings on the MPC website
•	 Receive new hire lead lists
•	 Included on the sponsor list in newsletters, website 

(including link to your website), recruitment materials, etc.

As an MPC sponsor at $2,500+, you also can...
•	 Write a Feathered Pen article (rotating basis)

As an MPC sponsor at $5,000+, you also can...
•	 Be a guest speaker at a COE Wednesday Night Forum 

(rotating basis)
•	 Post videos and links on the Virtual Forums page

As an MPC sponsor at $10,000+, you also can...
•	 Send an employee to a COE class (rotating basis)

Laying Hen & Turkey 
Research Program

While MPRP ceased with the demise of earmarks, MPC was 
instrumental in getting congress to establish the LHTRP. 
The program was funded at $1 million in the FY’23 Omnibus 
funding bill and $500,000 in the FY’24 bill! Help educate the poultry leaders of tomorrow!


